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This evening …

•Important

•What happens next

•What does it all mean (explaining the 
jargon)

•How do I choose & What do I need ?

•What will I get ?

•Who can I talk to? (parents & 
students)
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Year 8  - ahead of the game

•History of giving students choice

•More choice  - sooner (1 year extra !)

•Better motivated to succeed  - sooner

•Extra time / depth of understanding & higher 
grades

•Government changes to qualifications

•Current National Curriculum Review

•Fundamentally – the right thing for our students / 
best chance of success when competing on 
national stage
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Important to get it right …

•Key Stage 4 is almost impossible to repeat

•Most exciting & the most work !

•Luxury of early start (June)
Year 8 – extra year = more time for success @ KS4

•Swapping courses is hard work !

•Pathway for the future
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Timeline …

•Already – personalised letters issued

•Today – assembly & ‘OptionsOnline’

•Tonight – parents information

•Wed 27th February (after half term) –

deadline !

•April / May – allocation letters issued

•June – courses start
S



What does it all mean …

Different Qualifications
GCSE / BTEC / Other Vocational Qualifications (core ICT)

Equivalency
GCSE 1  (lots of subjects to choose from)

Voc Option Some single award / dual award BUT ALL count for 

ONE

Levels and Outcomes
Level 2 Qualification GCSE (Grade A*-C)

Level 1 Qualification GCSE (Grade D-G)

Vocational Courses are either level 1 or 2  (PASS, MERIT , DISTINCTION or FAIL)
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So why is that important…

Progression beyond College
Entry to College (level 3) need to reach level 2 threshold (5 A*-C with En Ma)

Entry to College (level 2) means repeating some of what you could achieve at 

school

Entry to College (level 1) other courses available – but sets you back a year or 

more

Early entry to level 3 accelerated Drama go on to AS level in yr11

Understand what you’re choosing so …
You get the most out of KS4 possible (for you) 5 A*-C Inc En & Ma (or more)

e-Bacc combination ?

5 A*-C or 5 A*-G

Why English & Maths ? College Entry / Employers / Skills for Life
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Starting the journey ...

Choose GCSE’s in subjects 

you enjoy and are good at / 

likely to do well in

3 B’s & 3C’s inc English A-

C

For English / Maths / 

Science a grade B is 

required in the subject

For Science – Core and 

Additional (not BTEC)

Vocational will count (in 

addition to GCSE)

Start AS/A levels

W

Choose GCSE’s and Voc 

courses that you enjoy and 

are likely to do well in

If clear aim for Voc course 

in Sport or Dance then 

secure Merit or Distinction 

in lev 2 voc course at Unity

4 or 5 C grades or above

including English

Merits / Dist as minimum in 

a lev 2 voc course

Start BTEC Lev 3

Choose broad range of 

courses that you will enjoy

and will do best at

Speak to Nathan (Y&C) 

about Employer links

English AND Maths at 

grades C or above

An Employer

Start / Complete Level 2

Start a Lev 3 

Apprenticeship

An example of routes to one of our FE providers



Do your research ...

Different Colleges have slightly different entry requirements for 

•Level 3 AS / A Level courses

•Level 3 Vocational courses

•Level 2 courses

•Level 1 courses

•Apprenticeships

Some of the colleges are here tonight.

All have websites and brochures.

All are at the end of a phone.

W



So ... What’s on offer ?
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GCSE

English Fine Art 

Maths (Art) Textiles 

Science

Drama 

Media Studies Electronic Products 

Film Studies Engineering 

Additional Science French 

Triple Science (core) German 

Resistant Materials Spanish 

Hospitality and Catering 

(Dual) 

Geography 

Business Studies History 

Computing (GCSE) RE

PE (GCSE) Religious Studies 

English Literature (core) Music 

ICT (GCSE) 

VOCATIONAL

BTEC Dance 

Vocational Sport 

Vocational ICT core for all

Music Tech BTEC (prov)

BTEC core Science for some

•Large range of 

GCSE courses

•Continue to offer 

vocational courses 

that have been 

successful

•Some new courses 

this year

Course details are all on VLE



New from the government…

English Baccalaureate ... 
•New government recognition - how many students achieve grades A*-C in five core subjects 

(GCSEs) - Maths, English, two Science qualifications, a Foreign Language and either History or 

Geography.  (NB: Computer Science can be one of the two sciences)

•Not compulsory combination / Not appropriate for some students

•Government pushing this curriculum combination  - want to ensure as many students as 

appropriate study traditional / academic curriculum

Why choose an e-Bacc curriculum ?
•If you have the academic potential to succeed

•If you enjoy those subjects anyway

•Academic progression beyond  - looked on favourably (University etc)

At Unity …
•Ensure entitlement / access to e-Bacc

•Recommend students if have the ability to succeed

•Not streaming / restricting choices
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New from the government…

Vocational Courses …
•Professor Wolf review of Vocational Qualifications

•Change to point scores and GCSE equivalence

•1 qualification counts for 1 equivalence (regardless of size)

•Remove approval of some vocational courses

•Ensure remaining vocational courses are …

•Big enough

•High quality

•Valued by Employers

•Contain external assessment / exam

•Change of climate for some routes of progression (get advice)
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Guiding Rules for Choosing 

• Consider where you are heading (if you 

know)  - apprenticeship, college, 

university, work

• Balance breadth / variety
• Avoid Fine Art + Textiles

• Avoid Materials Tech + Engineering

• Limit to 2 vocational options

• Look at ‘recommendations’



What does it Look Like …
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English Maths Science

P
E iD Options Options Options Options

Core Subjects (GCSE quals)

Other core subjects for all students

PSCE / RE / ICT

Other subjects (GCSE and Vocational) prefs 1-7

GCSE GCSE GCSE GCSE

Traditional GCSE (one per option 

block)

Voc

Vocational courses also use one 

option choice

1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 +1 = 9

Voc

+LIT 

= 10

Some students also study English Literature

Options

GCSE



Core Subjects (GCSE quals)

Other core subjects for all students

Targeted support throughout KS4 to prepare you 

for best chance of success in Year 11

Other subjects (GCSE and Vocational) prefs 1-7

Able Scientist and Dancer

Additional GCSE English Lit in Yr11

Able Scientists complete core at end of Y10 and can extend in Y11

English Maths Science

P
E iD Options Options Options Options

GCSE GCSE GCSE GCSE

Voc

1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 +1 = 9

Voc

+LIT 

= 10
Options

GCSE

Add Sci

Dance

+Trip

=11



Core Subjects (GCSE quals)

Other core subjects for all students

Targeted support throughout KS4 to prepare you 

for best chance of success in Year 11

Other subjects (GCSE and Vocational) prefs 1-7

BTEC Science, Dance and PE

Already doing 2 vocational quals so PE as GCSE

English Maths Science

P
E iD Options Options Options Options

GCSE GCSE GCSE GCSE

Voc

1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 +1 = 9

Voc

Options

GCSE

BTEC

Voc Sport

PE

Dance



Core Subjects (GCSE quals)

Other core subjects for all students

Targeted support throughout KS4 to prepare you 

for best chance of success in Year 11

Other subjects (GCSE and Vocational) prefs 1-7

Additional GCSE English Lit in Yr11

Able Scientists complete core at end of Y10 and can extend in Y11

e-Bacc student

English Maths Science

P
E iD Options Options Options Options

GCSE GCSE GCSE GCSE

Voc

1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 1 +1 = 9

Voc

+LIT 

= 10
Options

GCSE

Add SciGeog Lang

+Trip

=11



OptionsONLINE

•21st Century College & Government Agenda of online

parental access

•All detailed information & guidance is online

•Allows us to give you more (and better) information

•Using the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)

•Plenty of support available !
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Extra Information



However, 13% 

will get an A 

grade







So, this evening …

•Talk to subject staff about courses on offer

•Talk to current teachers about what you are good at

•Talk to members of Senior Leadership Team

•Visit the ICT rooms upstairs for extra help with online 

process
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DO’s and DON’Ts

Do

•Play to your strengths

•Pick what you enjoy

•Think about the next 

step

•Get advice

•Take it seriously

Don’t

•Be a ‘sheep’ and follow 

your friends

•Just pick your favourite 

teachers

•Overstretch yourself

•Miss the deadline
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Who else can I talk to?

•PD Tutor and House Leaders

•Other students

•Connexions Service (YPS) reduced

•FE Colleges

•Lots of online resources
Most important : Conversation between student and 

parent.  You need to be happy that you have made 

the right choices.
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