Making soap from bacon…
Equipment:

· One-litre beaker or boiling flask
· 500ml of 2M NaOH

· One bacon rasher
· One bunsen burner, one tripod, one gauze, and one heatproof mat
· 50g sodium chloride

· Safety goggles

· Nitrile gloves

Safety

Hot 2M sodium hydroxide is corrosive and can cause severe burns.

Wear goggles and gloves!

The soap produced by this method is caustic and must not be used.

Waste products must be carefully disposed of down a sink with plenty of cold water.

Method:

1. Measure 500ml of 2M sodium hydroxide and put into boiling flask

2. Heat flask until it boiling
3. Add one rasher of bacon to flask

Within minutes the bacon rasher will hydrolyse to form a murky yellow solution

4. Whilst the solution is still hot, add 50g of sodium chloride to the flask and stir

5. put the flask in a safe place to cool for approx. one hour

6. The soap will then precipitate out of solution
