Unit 11, Task 3
Experiments to illustrate the effects of climate on rocks

Carry out at least 3 experiments to demonstrate the effect that climate can have on rocks.

For each experiment you need to:

· Write up your method

· Document results over time diagrammatically or photographically

· Write a conclusion

· Write a short report outlining how the rocks on the Earths surface are affected by similar conditions on a larger scale

· Merit and distinction candidates need to produce quantitative data in the form of graphs, tables or spreadsheets
List of experiments:

· Freezing and thawing

· Heating and cooling

· Rainfall

· Acid rain (provides quantitative data)
· Effect on rocks

· Effect on soil

· Effect on growth of cress 

Grading Criteria:

Pass: Candidates demonstrate a basic competence when carrying out three investigations into the effect of climatic conditions on the Earth’s surface. They report their findings using qualitative data and comment on them in basic terms.
Merit: Candidates demonstrate competence when carrying out

three investigations into the effect of climatic conditions on the Earth’s surface. They report their findings using both qualitative and quantitative data and comment on their findings using scientific terminology.
Distinction: Candidates demonstrate a high level of competence when carrying out three investigations into the effect of climatic conditions on the Earth’s surface. They report their findings using both qualitative and quantitative data and comment on

their findings in detail using scientific terminology.

